
WHY SWITZERLAND

• Most innovative country in the world

• Most competitive country in Europe

• 4.8% of GDP invested in R&D

• World-class infrastructure, academia and business talents

WHY CANTON OF VAUD

• At the heart of the Swiss Health Valley

• Over 37,000 companies and 100 multinationals

• 300 companies and 16,000 talents in life sciences sector

• Life sciences constitute 25% of regional exports

• 50% of all Swiss life science startups were born in the Canton

• 1st Canton in startup fund raising in 2015 & 2016 

WHY BIOPÔLE

• A landscape offering over 130,000 m2  space for industry

• One vibrant community fostering exchange and innovation

• Industry and academia inspiring each other

• More than 50 companies and 25 research units

• +1,200 talents dedicated to life sciences

THE BEST START FOR LIFE SCIENCE 
ENTREPRENEURS
Have you got a great idea for a novel therapy, a ground-
breaking diagnostic, or a whole new way of looking at a 
disease? Now to put that drive and inspiration to work, and 
turn your vision into a practical reality, you are searching 
for the perfect environment to nurture your dream.  
Welcome to StartLab !

StartLab
c/o Biopôle SA 
Secteur Esplanade / Bâtiment SE-A
Route de la Corniche 3
1066 Epalinges - Lausanne
Switzerland
T. +41 21 566 57 70

AT THE HEART OF THE SWISS HEALTH VALLEY

Take the first step to turn your vision into a practical reality

Contact us on startlab@biopole.ch

Visit our website startlab.biopole.ch
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STARTLAB

DISCOVER 
A VIBRANT 
LIFE SCIENCE 
COMMUNITY
We all understand the basic nuts and 
bolts of a park for life sciences: buildings, 
laboratories, facility management. This 
is what everybody expects, and what 
everybody is sold.

We at Biopôle believe this proposition misses 
the biggest single ingredient that is critical 
for success: a vibrant community where 
ideas cross boundaries, generations and 
disciplines in a naturally collaborative spirit.

So if you are searching for something 
different, more personal, surrounded by 
an inspiring landscape, then Biopôle is the 
answer. We offer a world-class combination 
of infrastructure, added value services, living 
space and community engagement where 
our partners can thrive.

300m2 of shared office 
space 

Flexible workstations.

Conference area.

IT infrastructure.

Receptionist.

Kitchen-lounge.

Gain financial flexibility 
and “pay as you play” 

Turn fixed costs into 
variable expenses.

Raise less funds to get 
started.

Reduce risk for investors 
and lower dilution for 
entrepreneur at start.

Profit from common 
resources and flexible 
pricing model.

THE KEYS TO SUCCESS 
Creativity is often the result of serendipity 
and a nurturing environment. Many ideas 
are born in academic campuses. But then 
comes the hard part of turning those ideas 
into concrete products or solutions which 
can be valued in the real world. 

Innovation can be described as this jour-
ney from idea to market. The role of an 
incubator is to enable startup entrepre-
neurs to take the bold step of moving out 
of their comfort zone while providing an 
environment designed to maximize their 
chances of success.

We have undertaken considerable 
research and spoken with many startups. 
We identified the keys to success for a life 
science entrepreneur looking for the best 
“incubator” to be home to his or her great 
new idea. We have formulated the perfect 
recipe: 

A physical infrastructure which enables 
you to take your project out of a purely 
academic environment as efficiently as 
possible; so you can develop an entre-
preneurial mind-set and experience the 
realities of the business world.

A tailor-made life sciences-dedicated 
location with shared laboratories, equip-
ment and offices.

Minimal financial burden or fixed commit-
ments enabling projects to pivot quicker.

A dynamic ecosystem in which you can 
thrive.

An accessible network of experts from 
whom you can learn new skills and 
knowledge that are vital for turning an 
idea into a viable business reality.

THE STARTLAB DIFFERENCE

Here at Biopôle we have learned from 
this research and discussions with you, 
so have now developed what we believe 
is the optimum solution with StartLab.

Plug and Play Incubator 
in a brand new building

Fully equipped shared 
laboratories and offices.

Welcoming 10-12 
companies, 35-40 
persons.

700m2 of shared  
laboratories with

11 stations of 4 benches 
each.

General usage rooms:

• Cold room

• Autoclaves and  
washing room

• Storage

• Cell culture

• Centrifugation

• PCR

• Chemistry

• Micro biology

• Workshop  
(FabLab)

Flourish in a dedicated 
life science business 
environment 

Privileged access to clinical 
and academic partnerships.

Benefit from a community  
of multinationals, SMEs,  
startups.

Get support from the 
diverse services of Biopôle.

Access to coaching, 
training and networking 
through local and  
regional experts.

STARTLAB
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